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Happy New Year
From
The Weekly Challenger

2009 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
Leadership
Breakfast To
Celebrate The
Dreamer And The
Dream

KWANZAA: Reflects On The Past
With Hopes For The Future

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

Celebrating Kwanzaa at Simply Natural
Keynote speaker, Dr. Bartholomew Banks Sr.

ST. PETERSBURG - The
National Council of Negro
Women has kicked off plans for
the upcoming 2009 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemorative
Leadership Awards Breakfast.
The breakfast is co-sponsored
by The City of St. Petersburg
along with President/CEO Jeff
Lyash of Progress Energy
Florida who serves as honorary
chairman.
The breakfast will be held
on Monday, Jan. 19, at 7:30 a.m.
at the St. Petersburg Coliseum.
This year’s keynote speaker is
Dr. Bartholomew Banks Sr.,
president of the Florida M & E

State Convention and pastor of
St. John Progressive M.B.
Church, Tampa. Banks is considered one of the most dynamic
individuals of our time. A critical
thinker, analyst, motivator and
mentor. He received a Bachelor
of Arts in Accounting from the
University of South Florida and
a Master of Arts in Biblical
Studies from Dallas Theological
Seminary. Banks is the director
of the Division of Social
Services; and a member of the
Hillsborough County Board of

NCNW

continued on pg. 3

Opinion..............................2
Community News........3, 4, 5
Black History .......................6
Entertainment .....................6
State News ........................7
National News ..................7
Sports .................................8
Church News ....................9
Church Directory .....10, 11

BY JEANIE BLUE
CHALLENGER CORESPONDENT

ST. PETERSBURG - “We
have a lot to celebrate for
Kwanzaa in particular the
accomplishment of Presidentelect Barack Obama, the first
African-American to be elected
president of the United States of
America,” Raynetta Mobley
said. Mobley hosted the first
day of Kwanzaa (Umoja-unity,
Dec. 26), at the family business,
Simply Natural, 1622 Central
Av e. “We h av e h o p e fo r
something better, something
different.”
Kwanzaa, established in

1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga,
is a holy day created to
unite African-Americans with
Africans on the continent of
Africa, designed to hold on to
and preserve the culture. The
celebration is a week-long
observance beginning on Dec.
26 and ending on Jan. 1. There
are seven principles highlighted
and each day a principle is
honored by lighting a candle,
having discussions about the
principle of the day, reflecting
on the past year and any plans
for the upcoming year. There is
also food for sharing and fellowshipping after the brief discussions.

Photograph courtesy of Kelley Collier

Kwanzaa display

The seven principles of
Kwanzaa are Umoja (unity);
Kujichagulia (self-determination); Ujima (collective work
and individual responsibility);
Ujamma (cooperative economics);
Nia (purpose); Kuumba (creativity); and Imani (faith).
“Unity is about harmony,
being in accord and linked
together for a purpose,” Uwezo
Sudan stated. “Being rude and
nasty works against harmony.”
Sudan, a Griot (storyteller),
attended the celebration and
provided presentations to
attendees. There was drumming
and a visual artists from
Baltimore, Md. promoted hand -

crafted Kwanzaa calenders.
Kwanzaa is not a religious
or political holiday. Therefore,
it should not conflict with other
holiday or political observances. It does offer families an
opportunity to engage in family
oriented activities, that includes
preserving the heritage by
recalling information to keep a
people's stories alive. The final
day of Kwanzaa (Imani-faith,
Jan. 1), will be celebrated at the
Enoch Davis Center. For information call Raynetta Mobley at
727-820-0240. All activities
publicized are free and open to
the general public.

Obama’s Miraculous Win
Leads 2008 Black Press Stories;
Stories Of Injustices Close Behind
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Photograph courtesy of NNPA

President-Elect Barack
Obama was celebrated
world-wide as American's
first black president-elect

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
At this time last year, then U.S.
Sen. Barack Obama was not the
black community’s favored
candidate to win the Democratic
nomination for the presidency of
the United States. Indeed, because
of America’s past history of
racism, most blacks did not
initially favor Obama as the
Democratic nominee because
they simply did not believe he
could win the general election.
In January of 2008, an ABC
News-Washington Post poll

showed Obama’s Democratic
primary
opponent
Hillary
Rodham Clinton at 40 points
higher than Obama among
African-Americans who had been
asked their preference for the
Democratic primary.
Only a month earlier, in
December 2007, only 54 percent
of blacks to 65 percent of whites
even believed America would be
willing to elect a black president.
But, it was Obama’s win in
the Jan. 3 Democratic primary in
Iowa – a 95 percent white state that caused the world to hearken
his convincing chant - “Yes we
can.”

Immediately, the pace of his
black support escalated. By midJanuary, an ABC News poll
showed black support for Obama
slowly reversing at 60-40 percent
over Clinton. After he won the
South Carolina primary on Jan.
26, his black support skyrocketed
and solidified at well more than 90
percent for the rest of the way.
Coupled with overwhelming
support from a cross section of
white and Latino-Americans, the
advent of Barack Hussein Obama

2008
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Basketball’s “March
Madness” has nothing on the
college football bowl frenzy – 34
games over a 19-day period
spanning the last month of the old
year and the first month of the new
one. Let’s face it, not all 68 teams
deserve to be in a bowl. Some including North Carolina State,
Kentucky,
Bowling
Green,
Southern Mississippi, Northern
Illinois, Notre Dame and Vanderbilt
- got invitations after winning only
50 percent of their games.
Even worse, nine teams –
including Florida Atlantic and
Memphis – are going to bowls after
accumulating
losing
records.
Unfortunately, bowl games are no
longer rewards for an excellent
season. Now, it’s all about the
money. And the more bowls, the
more money.
An oversaturation of bowl
games is not my No.1 complaint
against college football. Rather, it’s
the fact that approximately half of
the players are African-Americans
yet only 3.4 percent of the college
football coaches are black. That’s
four among the 119 major division
coaches.
According to the Institute for
Diversity and Ethics in Sports at
Central Florida University, that’s
the fewest Black coaches in 15
years. As recently as 1997, there

coaches than take a chance on a
promising African-American. Two
examples immediately come to
mind.
Auburn University hired Gene
Chizik as its new head coach after
he went 5-19 over two seasons at
Iowa State, including 10 straight
losses. Meanwhile, the University
of Tennessee, eager to get back on
the winning track after forcing out
Phillip Fulmer, hired another losing
coach, Lane Kiffin, formerly of the
Oakland Raiders. Kiffin was fired
by the NFL team after compiling a
record of 5-15.
These two losers were hired
while promising African-American
coaches were ignored, some of
whom had turned around losing
programs. For example, Turner Gill
took over a program at Buffalo that
had not won five games in a season
for nearly a decade. Within three
years he turned it into MidAmerican Conference champion
and this year had a record of 8-5.
When Auburn selected Gene
Chizik over Gill, one of its most
famous alums, Charles Barkley,
was livid.
“I think race was the No. 1
factor,” said Barkley. “You can say
it’s not about race, but you can’t
compare the two resumes and say
[Chizik] deserved the job. Out of all
the coaches they interviewed,
Chizik probably had the worst
resume.”
How do we put an end to this

The greatest gift of all
this Christmas was the emancipation of the human spirit, a present
everyone can receive, but virtually
no one can buy.
With plant closings, homeowner
evictions and unemployment on a
frightening rise, this Christmas was
not just another celebration of the
acquisition of more stuff. As we lost
stuff - wages, stocks and houses - we
were forced to see what else there is
about ourselves that gives us
meaning and purpose.
And when the euphoria fades
from the election of our first black
President Barack Obama, we must
still face those issues of self-hate
and cultural rot that no one person
in the White House can fix.
But for now at the highest level,
virtue is making a comeback. For
eight long years under George Bush
we have seen how mega-lies,
cronyism, unbridled greed, corruption have destroyed our economy,
tarnished our image around the
world and at the very worst cost the
lives of thousands of our own
soldiers and Iraqi civilians needlessly.
Today with the election of
President Obama we see the rebirth in the American character of
the blessings of hard work, integrity
and the pursuit of excellence as

realities rather than storybook
fantasies.
I see the torch passing, not just
from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, to
Barack Obama, but from our
African slave ancestors to every
living soul with a vision, a dream, a
legacy to be built and to pass on.
I first noticed that foreigners
were looking at African-Americans
differently, perhaps as an extension
or a reflection of a rejuvenated
spirit, when I was touring Egypt
this summer along with a group
from the Howard University School
of Divinity. Other tourists, not only
from Africa, but European
countries were smiling and waving
at us calling us “Obamas,” which
based on past experiences abroad I
found surprising.
Now as the entire world looks
at African-Americans differently
because not only is one of our own
the leader of the most powerful
government on Earth, but also the
new face or symbol of a professional excellence and morality.
Nevertheless there is still a
demand for a change in our culture
to embrace this new global reality.
The greatest gift we can give to our
first black president is to put forth
our best efforts on all fronts: the
best parents, the best students, the
best politicians, and the best caretakers of our senior citizens.
For those who believe in
miracles, there are a few more we

need. Barack cannot fix all our
problems; some solutions must
come from above.
For example, my Christmas
wish is that a lightning bolt hits the
Supreme Court building and
knocks Justice Clarence Thomas to
the floor, and miraculously revives
him as a principled black man. He
continues to be an embarrassment.
The latest scandal is how Uncle
Thomas took up the cause to deny
Barack Obama his history-making
presidency based on the stupid
challenge that he was not a “natural
born” American, which would
forbid him from becoming president
under the Constitution.
None other than Republican
Alan Keyes, who had parachuted
into Illinois to run against Obama for
president, teamed up with Thomas to
press the case even after other
Justices ignored it. The argument
was that since Obama was born in
Hawaii and his father was a Kenyan
national, Obama had dual citizenship at birth, which disqualified him
from the presidency. Happily on
Dec. 8, the Court rejected the case.
Only a lightning bolt from heaven
could release Thomas of his inbred
self-hatred, which he bitterly
projects on other blacks.
Second on my wish list that we
can’t expect President Obama to fix
is the obsession with thug culture.
The spectacle of so many
“credible” adults standing and
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nonsense?
One approach would be to
adopt a college version of the
Rooney Rule. Some have suggested
calling it the Robinson Rule, in
honor Doug Williams’ former
coach, Eddie Robinson of
Grambling. For that to work,
however, penalties must be
assessed against universities that
fail to cooperate.
A sure-fire way of forcing
change would be for star high
school players and their parents to
spurn athletic programs that spurn
black leadership. If players refuse
to enroll in universities that have
never hired a Black head coach in
any sport or an African-American
athletic director at any time, universities would finally get the
message. What I like about this
approach is that it empowers the
athlete and does not rely on the socalled good will of schools eager to
exploit black athletes.
Five bowls – the Rose, Orange,
Fiesta, Sugar, and BCS championship game – will each generate
$17 million for schools and their
respective conferences. If blacks
stop playing for schools that refuse
to hire African- Americans in leadership positions, that would lessen
the chances of universities getting a
share of that lucrative pie. With so
much money in jeopardy, universities will be forced to do the right
thing.

The Greatest Gift Of All At Christmas
And In The New Year
BY REV. BARBARA
REYNOLDS
NNPA COLUMNIST

The Weekly Challenger Office:

www.theweeklychallenger.com

Too Many Bowls, Too Few Black Coaches
were twice as many AfricanAmerican coaches as there are now.
Evidently, the football sidelines
suffer from the same on-field racial
stereotypes of the past. For years,
they said blacks were excellent
players but didn’t have the intellect
to play the so-called “thinking
positions” – quarterback and
middle linebacker. Of course, that
was pure hogwash. For years,
Grambling, Florida A&M and
Tennessee State were football powerhouses and it wasn’t because they
played 10 men on each side of the
ball – or without a coach on the
sideline.
And if there were any lingering
doubts about the black gridiron
intellect, they were removed by
Washington Redskins quarterback
Doug Williams’ MVP performance
in Super Bowl XXII and when two
black head coaches, Tony Dungy
and Lovie Smith, paced the
sidelines in Super Bowl XLI.
Of the 32 NFL coaches, seven
are black, largely because the
league adopted the Rooney Rule
requiring teams to interview at least
one person of color for all head
coach vacancies. If AfricanAmericans can coach in the pros,
they certainly can succeed at the
college level.
In addition to the failure to
interview an ample number of topflight black assistant coaches for
openings, many universities are still
more willing to recycle failed white
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OPINION
BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST
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applauding Lil Wayne at a recent
BET event was typical of why so
many of our young people are
drugging,
gang-banging
and
busting through the charts with
HIV/AIDS.
Dwayne Michael Carter Jr. (Lil
Wayne) has a single on the charts
called, “Lollipop.” While the lewd
lyrics are too pornographic to be
quoted here, I assure you the
lollipop Little Wayne is encouraging our boys and girls to lick is not
candy. Yet, respectable adults who
appear to be in their right minds
stand and cheer this pornographic
rapper with his pants down showing
his underwear.
Lil Wayne, who is up for
several Grammy awards, is a hero
to many young people partly
because of his thug credentials,
which includes several arrests for
possession of drugs and guns.
The rappers and the thug
culture are creating a homicidal
environment for our young people
as more blacks die in black-onblack violence than soldiers killed
in a declared war in Iraq. Again, as
HIV is pandemic in our community,
those who sing about rampant sex
are cheered instead of denounced.
If we can elect a black president
surely we can achieve the next
miracle of creating a culture where
a Supreme Court Justice to a pornographic rapper can stop projecting
values that kill and destroy.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Stroke And Osteoporosis
Screening In St. Petersburg
LARGO - Residents living
in and around the St. Petersburg
community can be screened to
reduce their risk of having a
stroke. The complete screening
package now includes a new
Heart Rhythm screening which
checks for irregular heartbeat, a
major risk factor for stroke.
Life Line Screening, the
nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will
be at the St. Matthew's
Episcopal Church on Jan. 8.
The site is located at 738
Pinellas Point Drive S. in St.
Petersburg. Appointments will
begin at 9:00 a.m.

For
more
information
regarding the screenings or to
schedule an appointment, call 1800-697-9721 or visit our Web
site at www.lifelinescreening.com.
Pre-registration is required.
A stroke, also known as a
“brain attack,” is ranked as the
third leading cause of death in
the United States and often
occurs without warning. In fact,
four out of five people who
suffer a stroke have no apparent
warning signs prior to the
stroke. The good news is that
with early detection, 80 percent
of strokes can be prevented.
Screenings are painless,

accurate and affordable. They
help identify potential health
problems such as blocked
arteries and irregular heart
rh y t h m , ab d o m i n al ao rt i c
aneurysms, and hardening of
the arteries in the legs, which is
a strong predictor of heart
disease. A bone density
screening to assess osteoporosis
risk is also offered and is appropriate for both men and women.
Register for a Wellness
Package with Heart Rhythm for
$159. All five screenings take
60-90 minutes to complete.

Library Of Congress Seeks
Sermons And Orations On
2009 Presidential Inauguration
Over many decades, the
American Folklife Center at the
Library of Congress has documented
everyday
citizens’
reactions to major historic events
in our collective American experience. For instance, man-on-thestreet interviews were recorded
on the day after the attack on
Pearl Harbor in 1941; Italian
Americans were documented to
celebrate the Columbus quincentenary in 1992; interviews were
conducted with Americans across
the nation in the weeks following
the tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001; and
the Veterans History Project is
preserving the personal experience stories of Americans who
served the nation in wartime.
These voices of ordinary
Americans responding to extraordinary events exist as valuable
research collections for the
scholars of today and they are a
cultural legacy preserved for
future generations.
On Jan. 20, the United States
will inaugurate Barack Obama,
the country’s first AfricanAmerican president. In anticipation of citizens’ efforts to mark
this historic time around the
country, the AFC will be collecting audio and video recordings of
sermons and orations that
comment on the significance of
the inauguration of 2009. It is
expected that such sermons and
orations will be delivered at
churches, synagogues, mosques
and other places of worship, as
well as before humanist congregations and other secular gather-

ings. The AFC is seeking as wide
a representation of orations as
possible. This collection is one of
many oral history and spoken
word collections at the AFC that
preserve American emotions and
memories of important cultural
events.
Congregations and groups
interested in contributing to this
once-in-a-lifetime documentary
project are asked to record
sermons and orations delivered
during Inauguration Week 2009
and donate them to the Library of
Congress. The donated recordings will be preserved at the AFC
in order to enhance the nation’s
historical record and preserve the
voices of religious leaders other
orators for researchers and
scholars of the future. After being
processed by archivists, the collection will be made available to
scholars, students and the general
public.
Individuals and groups interested in contributing to the
Inauguration 2009 Sermons and
Orations Project are asked to
submit audio and video recordings made in digital or other
approved formats. To be accepted
into the collection, the recordings
must be of sermons and orations
that were delivered to congregations and other audiences
between Friday, Jan. 16 and
Sunday, Jan. 25, 2009.
In addition to audio and video
recordings, the AFC is collecting
written texts of sermons and
orations (submitted in the form of
print or electronic media), as well

as printed programs from the
events during which the sermons
and orations were delivered. All
submissions must be postmarked
by Feb. 27, 2009, and must be
accompanied by a signed release
form and completed data form,
found on the AFC Web site,
www.loc.gov/folklife/.
For additional information
about the Inauguration 2009
Sermons and Orations Project,
including the technical specifications of the recordings that can be
accepted, downloadable copies of
the required forms, and instructions for submitting collections,
visit www.loc.gov/folklife/, or
call the center at (202) 707-5510.
The Library of Congress, the
nation's oldest federal cultural
institution, is the world's preeminent reservoir of knowledge,
providing unparalleled collections and integrated resources to
Congress and the American
people. Many of the Library’s
rich resources and treasures may
also be accessed through the
Library’s Web site www.loc.gov
and via interactive exhibitions on
a new, personalized Web site at
myLOC.gov.
The American Folklife
Center was created by Congress
in 1976 and placed at the Library
of Congress to “preserve and
present American Folklife”
through programs of research,
documentation, archival preservation, reference service, live performance, exhibition, public
programs and training.

Carnegie Foundation
Selects Eckerd College
To Receive Community
Engagement Classification
ST. PETERSBURG Eckerd College is one of 119
colleges and universities to receive
the 2008 Community Engagement
Classification by the prestigious
Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching.
Through extensive outreach,
Eckerd students serve as interns,
mentors, tutors and volunteers.
Unlike
the
Carnegie
Foundation's other classifications that rely on national data,
this "elective" community
engagement classification
permits institutions elected to
participate by submitting required
documentation describing the
nature and extent of their
engagement with the community,
be it local or beyond. This
approach, previously developed
and offered in 2006, enables the
Foundation to address elements
of institutional mission and distinctiveness that are not represented in the national data on
colleges and universities.
"The Carnegie Community
Engagement Classification
recognizes Eckerd College's
continued commitment to be a
positive force in the Tampa Bay
community and beyond," says
Norm Smith, associate dean and
director of Eckerd's Center for
the Applied Liberal Arts.
“Community engagement is a
vital part of our belief that experiential education, as part of the
academic studies of the students,
gives our students a true liberal arts
education. Eckerd graduates are
prepared to go into the world and
be a positive force for change."
With support from Progress
Energy Florida and the mayor's
office of St. Petersburg, Eckerd
student interns serve as resource
persons and consultants for
small businesses in the economically depressed Midtown area
of the community. Through the
Progress Energy Midtown
Service Project, students have
collaborated with the St.
Petersburg Business Assistance
Center to assist Midtown busi-
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County Commissioners; Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity; National
Forum for Black Public
Administrators; Florida
Association of Community
Action Inc.; and the American

nesses, including Mrs. Green's
Bakery, Consumer Dollars and
Twigs and Leaves.
Earlier this year, Eckerd was
recognized by the Pinellas
Education Foundation as a
finalist for the 2008-2009
Pinellas County Schools
Business Partner of the Year
award. For four consecutive
years, Eckerd has been awarded
the Mayor's Top Apple Award
for its assistance to Pinellas
County public schools. Eckerd
students are tutors and mentors
to students at Bay Point
Elementary and Middle Schools,
Academy Prep, St. Petersburg
College, the St. Petersburg
Islamic Center, and the Soulful
Arts Dance Academy after
school program.
Funding from Eckerd
financially supports Melrose
Elementary's journalism magnet
program, the Melrose Elementary/
John Hopkins Middle Schools
photojournalism camp and the
Midtown Through Our Eyes
photo exhibit displayed each
October.
"Service has been a core
value of Eckerd College since its
founding 50 years ago," says
Donald R. Eastman III, president
of Eckerd College. "What sets
Eckerd apart from other colleges
and universities is the extent to
which faculty and staff engage in
service programs with our
students. Our faculty and staff
model and mentor students in
meaningful service learning
programs that enhance communities while they transform our
own."
The 2007-08 ServiceLearning
Annual
Report
revealed that Eckerd students
donated nearly 57,000 service
hours - averaging 31 hours per
person (pop. 1,800) - to the local
community and beyond. The
report detailed six main areas of
service: Academic ServiceLearning (i.e., Quest for
Meaning,
Winter
Terms);
Service Programs (i.e., Into the

Cancer Society, board of
directors.
Tickets are $25 and can be
purchased at The Weekly
Challenger Newspaper, 2500
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St.
S., (727) 896-2922; WRXB
Radio, 3551 42nd Ave. S.,
Suite B-106, (727) 865-1591;

Streets); Spring Break (service
trips); Educational Events (i.e.,
information sessions, guest
lecturers); Service Clubs (i.e.,
Eckerd College Homeless
Outreach, Coalition for
Community Justice); and the
Gamma Knox Service Dorm.
In 2009, Eckerd will offer a
record number of servicelearning opportunities to students.
During the January Winter Term
semester, students can volunteer
domestically at Ghost Ranch,
N.M. or travel abroad to Malawi,
Cambodia, Nicaragua and Cape
Town, South Africa.
In March, the Office of
Service-Learning will provide
students with the largest
selection of alternative Spring
Break projects ever offered
during Spring Break - 15
projects in 14 U.S./foreign
locations - Germany, Peru,
Ecuador, Panama, Costa
Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala,
Jamaica, Bahamas, Puerto
Rico, Miami, Virginia, a
Native American Reservation,
and New Orleans.
Located in St. Petersburg,
Eckerd College was founded in
1958 as a private, coeducational college of liberal arts and
sciences related by covenant to
the
Presbyterian
Church.
Eckerd's 1,800 residential
students from 45 states and 28
countries choose among 38
majors leading to a Bachelor of
Arts or Bachelor of Science
degree. In addition, 1,000
students are enrolled in the
Program for Experienced
Learners, a bachelor's degree
program for adult learners.
Eckerd's Leadership Development
Institute executive education
program, Academy of Senior
Professionals at Eckerd
College, Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute and
Elderhostel identify the college
as a national leader of innovative programs in continuing
education and lifelong learning.
or by calling The NCNW,
Fannye A. Ponder Council
House, (727) 896-6558. For
more information contact
Dianne Speights (727) 8962922; Mary Clowers (727)
864-3568; or Min. Thomas
Whitlock (727) 866-8240.

HISTORICAL EVENT! Be a witness to
Barack Obama taking the Oath of Office
to become the first African-American

IT’S YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE A FREE FALL MAKEOVER,
HAVE SOME FUN, RECEIVE FREE GIFTS & LEARN MORE
ABOUT A PHENOMENAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!
Are you looking for Financial Independence or just a little EXTRA HOLIDAY cash?
Would you love to spend more time with positive and uplifting people?
Come out and learn how to BECOME A MORE BEAUTIFUL YOU!

Wednesdays 7 - 9 p.m.
Fridays 6 - 9 p.m.
Saturdays 10 - 12:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. BY CALLING
Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144

PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATE OF AMERICA!
Bus Trip to Washington D.C.

on January 19-20, 2009
45 years after August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
“I Have A Dream” speech in Washington D.C.
DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS HISTORY IN THE MAKING!
Fee: $350.00 includes travel, room and breakfast! Cash or money order only (2 day trip).

For Reservations, call Bennie Small (813) 417-4314 or (813) 231-5035

Added Another Bus!!
Hurry! Limited Space! Payments accepted on a
first come, first served basis until seating if full!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Dream Team Project
Battles The Dismal Graduation
Rate, Recruits New Volunteers
To Raise Student Achievement
In the wake of the recent
news about the dismal graduation rate for black students in
Pinellas County, and after
millions of dollars in budget cuts
that may make things worse, the
group called the PACT says there
is new hope on the horizon.
PACT co- chair, Gypsy
Gallardo says, “This is the
perfect time for us to return to
basics and revive the village that
used to raise our children.” She
and others are working to recruit
new volunteers to a host of
targeted efforts rolling out this
year and next.
Here is some of the latest
news from the education front.
The PACT, in partnership
with Pinellas Schools’ Family
and Community Involvement
Department, is nearing completion of a year-long project to
identify all of the organizations
currently at work to help close
the gap. Dr. Eugene Givens, who
heads the department for the
district says, “We have so far
identified over 80 groups
pitching in to help raise achievement.” A directory of the 80
organizations is expected to

release just after the new year.
A group of four churches in
the Wildwood area of St.
Petersburg recently joined forces
to offer free after-school tutoring
and homework assistance at a
different church each weeknight.
Congregations that are contributing to the effort so far include
Word of Life Fellowship, Souls
Harvest Fellowship, New Faith
Free Methodist and Gethsemane
Missionary Baptist.
This November, the Baptist
Ministers Fellowship announced
its commitment to recruit volunteers to work on local school
campuses to address disproportionate disciplinary problems.
Meanwhile, this December,
the Pinellas Association of Black
School Educators announced its
intention to roll out new initiatives to address achievement and
discipline problems. Leaders who
are spearheading the effort
include Assistant Superintendent
Solomon Stephens, along with
Principal Theresa Anderson,
Assistant Principal Darren
Hammon, Professional Standards
Administrator Dr. Valerie Brimm,
Director of District School

Operations Pat Wright, and
Assistant Principal Harriet
Waller.
The Dream Team Project by
the PACT is now recruiting 100
people who will stand in the gap
to help close the achievement gap
at three Pinellas Schools,
beginning next semester. So far,
105 volunteers are on board to go
to work at Gibbs High, Baypoint
Middle and Maximo Elementary.
Ann Sherman-White, who is a
spokesperson for the Dream
Team says, “It is vital that we
work directly with parents to
make this project a success.”
In other news, Sami Leigh
Scott, who accepted the invitation to serve as the Education
Committee chair for the St.
Petersburg Branch NAACP, is
expected to release a new line-up
of advocacy, direct action and
program efforts by the branch.
For more information about
volunteering for these and other
initiatives, please call 727-8660873. Gibbs High School
Alumni who are interested in
tak i n g p art , p l eas e cal l
Gwendolyn Reese, co-chair of
the PACT, at 727-896-2677.

Classified Ads Work!!
RESERVE THIS SPACE FOR YOUR AD!

Call (727) 896-2922
HELP WANTED

Independent Advertising Representatives

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated selfstarters with the desire to grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates
requires excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do attitude. The position will be responsible for defining and implementing advertising
sales strategies for revenue growth. Ability to maintain and expand clientele.
Sales representatives are also responsible for developing sales tools, promotional
plans, and media kits, which they use to help make the sale. Successful sales
experience and the ability to communicate effectively. Courses in marketing,
leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful.

To apply forward resume by email to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922.
Performance-based commission plus bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

SAVE THE DATE
NCNW 23RD ANNUAL
D R. MARTIN LUTHER K ING, J R.

LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
Monday, January 19, 2009 • 7:30 A.M.
St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Theme: Remember! Celebrate!
Act! A Day On, Not A Day Off !!!
Tickets $25.00 per person
For Information Contact Dianne Speights
727-403-0144 or 727-896-2922

St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center’s Business
Training Schedule

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St . P e t e r s b u rg B u s i n e s s
Assistance Center offers free
business training and counseling sessions to assist emerging
and existing small businesses
with business development.
We are located at 33 Sixth St.
S., Suite 301, St. Petersburg.
For information, call (727)
893-7146 or visit our Web site
at www.stpete.org/bac.
The schedule for the month
of January 2009 is as follows:
Business Resource Center,
located within the Business
A s s i s t a n c e C e n t e r, h a s
personal computers equipped
with business software and
Internet access, interactive
videos, and an extensive
business reference library for
business
research
and
planning. Business Plan Pro
Software has arrived at the
Business Assistance Center!
Have you been putting off the
writing of your business plan
because the task just seems too
complicated? Bring your flash
drive to the BAC, and start
your plan today! We are here to
assist. Visit the BAC’s
Business Resource Center and
develop your business plan, at
no cost, on software that
offers:
Over 500 business plan
templates, with a model to suit
your needs. Topics include, but
are certainly not limited to,
retail and online businesses,
non-profits, restaurants, day
cares, personal services and
much more!
BAC Training Schedule –
2: An easy step-by-step
process,
built-in
market
research data, powerful fore-

casting tools, and SBAapproved document format.
Also receive a free Business
Plan Review by business counselors at the BAC! Visit the
Business Assistance Center
today or call for an appointment with a counselor.
BAC is open Monday
through Friday, Jan. 2 – Jan.
30, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
BAC will be closed on
Thursday and Friday, Jan. 1
and 2 in observance of the
New Year’s Day holiday; and
also Monday, Jan. 19, for the
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
- Business Counseling
sessions by SCORE Tuesdays, Jan. 6, 13, 20 and
27; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Thursdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 and
29; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
- Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, Jan. 7, 14, 21 and
28; 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Business Workshops:
- Introduction to Business
Startup workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday,
Jan. 7, 6 to 8 p.m.
- City of St. Petersburg
Business Incentives workshop
by the City of St. Petersburg’s
Ec o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t
Department; Thursday, Jan. 8,
1 - 2 p.m.
- BAC Training Schedule –
3: Financing Your Business
Lunch and Learn session
provided by the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corp. and GulfCoast Business
Finance Inc.; Tuesday, Jan. 13,
and Tuesday, Jan. 27; 1 to 2
p.m.
- Basics of Bonding - Part

One. Workshop presented
by a bonding professional;
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 6 to 8 p.m.
To register or for further information, call (727) 893-7146.
- How to Write a Business
Plan workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday,
Jan. 14, 6 to 8 p.m.
- Food Employee Training
workshop provided by the
Fl o r i d a D e p a r t m e n t o f
Business and Professional
Regulations; Thursday, Jan.
15, 9 to 11 a.m.
- An Approach to Buying a
Business
workshop
by
SCORE; Thursday, Jan. 15, 6
to 8 p.m.
- 10 Steps to Start a
Successful Small Business
workshop
by
SCORE;
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 6 to 8 p.m.
- SBA Programs and
Services - Access to Capital
workshop by GulfCoast
Business Finance Inc.;
Thursday, Jan. 22, 6 to 8 p.m.
- F l o r i d a S a l e s Ta x
Program and Employee
vs. Independent Contractor
wo r k s h o p c o n d u c t e d b y
SC O R E a n d t h e F l o r i d a
De p a r t m e n t o f R e v e n u e ;
Monday, Jan. 26, 5:30p.m. to 8
p.m.
BAC Training Schedule –
4:
- How to do Business with
Pinellas County workshop by
Pinellas County Purchasing
Department; Wednesday, Jan.
28, 2 to 4 p.m.
To register or for further
information regarding the
BAC’s training schedule, call
(727) 893-7146.

Enumerator Positions
Available In Tampa Bay Area
ST. PETERSBURG Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center and
The US Census Bureau have
joined forces in an effort to
recruit and fill several thousand
Enumerator positions within the
Tampa Bay area. Available
positions include outdoor/field
enumerator, in-house and supervisors/team-leads.
Representatives from the US
Census Bureau will be conducting

basic skills testing at PCUL, St
Petersburg
location,
every
Wednesday, starting Jan. 7.
The PCUL Career
Connection Center provides free
services to all individuals
seeking economic empowerment through employment. We
achieve this goal by cultivating
positive cooperatives with local
employers, identifying existing
recruiting needs, and matching
talented job seekers with

specific job requisitions as we
champion greater diversity and
inclusion throughout the workplaces.
Services include free job
placement assistance, referrals
and one-on-one employment
counseling. For more
information, please contact
Frank Acevedo, Employment
Placement Specialist, Career
Connection Center at 727-3272081; ext. 113.

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT:

The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. MLK Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg • 727-896-2922

WRXB Radio
3551 42nd Ave. S., Suite B-106, St. Petersburg • 865-1591

5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OBITUARY

Pearlene Teart Jackson
Pearlene Teart Jackson, 79, of Tampa, Fla. died
Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2008 at Melech Hospice House.
Born in Wimauma, Fla. she came to Tampa from
St. Petersburg 35 years ago. She was a nurses assistant
at Bay Pines V.A. Hospital. She was a member of
Church of God in Tampa.
She is survived by one son, Charlie Bynum III of
St. Petersburg, two daughters, Barbara Bennett
Lattimer of Los Angeles, Calif. and Mary Bennett
Bellamy of Orlando, Fla., nine grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren.
Funeral services are scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 3,
2009 at 11:00 a.m. at Edward McRae Chapel.
A McRae Service

City Encourages
Recycling Trees
Into Yuletide Mulch
ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg residents can find a
second use for their Christmas
tree by allowing the city to
recycle the trees into decorative
"Yuletide" mulch. For those
who want to drop off their
Christmas tree at one of the
city's five brush sites, see
details below. If not able to
drop off your tree, Sanitation
crews will provide curb-side
(or alley) pick up of discarded
Christmas trees in the neighborhoods on Saturday, Jan. 9,
only.
Here's how to take
advantage of the free pick up
on Saturday, Jan. 9:
- Residential Houses: Place
tree no closer than 3 feet beside
the garbage container in the
usual location (curb or alley).
- Large Apartment
Complexes: Place the trees in a
central location. When trees
accumulate, apartment managers
should
call
Commercial
Sanitation at 893-7351 and a
crew will be sent for pick up.
- S m al l er Ap art m en t
Complexes: Place trees beside
or behind the large metal
dumpsters and they will be
picked up on regular collection
days.
Sanitation reminds
residents that when disposing
of the trees to please remove
the tree stand and all decorations, lights and plastic

disposal bags.
If your tree is not picked up
on the designated day and you
need to request a special collection of your Christmas tree
after Jan. 9, please call 8937334 (press 5) or 893-7398
(press 5).
Where to drop your tree
off: St. Petersburg residents
who want to dispose of their
tree sooner are encouraged to
drop it off at any one of the
city's five brush sites. Again,
please remember to remove the
tree stand and all decorations
and lights before discarding the
tree. If a plastic tree bag is used
when transporting tree, it
should be removed and placed
in the bin provided for tree
bags.
Brush site hours are:
Monday through Friday - 9:00
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday
and Sunday - 8:00 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Locations: 1000 62nd
Ave. NE; 7750 26th Ave. N.;
2500 26th Ave. S.; 4015 Dr.
ML King Jr. St. S.; 2453 20th
Ave. N.
The trees are ground into a
sweet smelling mulch which is
mixed with standard mulch and
is available free at each brush
site (bring your own shovels
and containers). The mulch is
free for residents to pick up and
is also used by the city to
landscape city parks, golf
courses and other facilities.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, Jan. 1 - Kwanzaa - Imani Celebration, Enoch
Davis Center. 5 p.m. Presented by the African American Arts
Council. Come celebrate the seventh principle of Kwanzaa
with the St. Petersburg communities. Bring a covered dish
and be ready to participate in a joyful event. 727-820-0240.
Friday, Jan. 2 - Get Downtown Music Series, Central
Avenue between Second and Third Street. Features local
jazz musicians and vendors. www.breakfastoptimist.org or
727-393-3597.

Saturday, Jan. 3 - AWAPS Pancake Breakfast, Albert
Whitted Airport, 451 8th Ave. S. E. 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. All
you can eat Pancake Breakfast Buffet: Pancakes,eggs,
bacon, hash browns, grits, OJ and coffee. www.awaps.org
or 727-822-1532.

Saturday, Jan. 3 - Saturday Morning Market, Al Lang Field
parking lot on the corner of First Avenue South and First
Street. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors offer fresh produce, gourmet
foods, baked goods, plants and flowers, featuring local artist,
live music, organic growers and green products. www.saturdaymorningmarket.com

Sunday, Jan. 4 - Sunday Afternoon Fun, The Pier, 800
Second Avenue N.E. First and Third Sundays. Lars Erick
Robinson, caricature artist from Fritzy Brothers One Man
Circus and family fun. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Wednesday, Jan. 7 - Tea Dance, Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N.
First and Third Wednesdays. Dance instruction 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., taped music 12:30 to 1 p.m. and live music by
various bands 1 to 3:30 p.m. www.stpete.org/coliseum or
727-892-5202.

CLASSIFIED

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

COUNSELOR

Full-time position (OUTPATIENT PROGRAM)

The following job is currently available:

• Staff Assistant #4377
For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stpt.usf.edu/jobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

WRITERS NEEDED!
The Weekly Challenger is looking for a writer to cover
varied forms of community news and reporting.
• Social
• Religion

• Education
• Political

Call The Weekly Challenger
727-896-2922

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

Provide counseling services to individuals and groups with
SA issues referred by Pinellas County Drug Court.
Minimum requirements: BA/MA in Human Services field
or CAP license. Must have valid FL driver’s license
and be able to pass background check.
Salary based on education and experience.
Email resume with cover letter to kathy.rodman@westcare.com
or fax to K. Rodman 727-570-9732. EOE. Drugfree Workplace.

HA@ISALON
R-ILOFTS
T-I#16
Z
Natural* Chemical & Biracial Hair Care

“Where you can take your hair to the next Level”
1068 4th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
***APPOINTMENT ONLY SALON***
727-743-4239
SISTERLOCKS TM, LOCS, TWIST, RELAXERS, CURLS, BRAIDS
EYEBROWS & LASHES

MARLO SCOTT-BROWN / Cosmetologist

www.hairitiz salon.com/www.salonlofts.com

The Weekly Challenger

*Home Delivery & Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $35 for 6 month or $60 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________State/Zip: ________________________
Phone No:________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏ (or) Renewal ❏ Date:________ Amount Paid: $________Cash ❏ Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger Mail this form & payment to:

The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Redd Foxx

Redd Foxx (Dec. 9, 1922)
born John Elroy Sanford, was an
African-American
comedian
best known for his starring role
on the television sitcom
“Sanford and Son.” The
character of Fred Sanford was
named after Foxx’s own brother,
Fred, who had died before the
show went into production.
Foxx was in his early 50s when
he played the 65-year-old
Sanford.
Foxx was born in St. Louis
and raised on Chicago’s South
Side. His mother was half
Seminole. His father, an electrician, left the family when Foxx
was four; his mother, his
minister and his grandmother
raised him. He briefly attended
DuSable High School with
future Chicago Mayor Harold
Washington,
but
never
graduated. Moving to New York
in the early 1940s, he was an
associate of Malcolm Little later
known as Malcolm X. In
Malcolm’s autobiography, Foxx
is referred to as “Chicago Red,
the funniest dishwasher on this
earth.” Foxx earned the
nickname due to his reddish hair
and complexion. His second
stage name was taken from
baseball star Jimmie Foxx. Foxx
gained notoriety with his
nightclub act (considered by the
standards of the time to be
raunchy). His stand-up performances were later released as
“party” albums and became
very popular.
In May of 1967, Redd Foxx
was the only artist to be invited
to Elvis Presley’s wedding at the
Alladin Hotel in Las Vegas.
He was also one of the first
black comics to play to white

audiences on the Las Vegas
Strip. Foxx used his starring role
on “Sanford and Son” to help
get jobs for his friends such as
LaWanda Page, Slappy White,
Gregory Sierra, and Noriyuki
“Pat” Morita. Foxx also battled
with producers Norman Lear
and Bud Yorkin for higher
paychecks and creative control
of the show. Writer Alan Rafkin
touched on some of Foxx’s
clashes with Lear and Yorkin in
the book “Cue the Bunny on the
Rainbow.” Foxx does not appear
in six episodes at the end of the
third season, and three at the
beginning of the fourth, because
of problems with producers.
“Fred Sanford’s” best friend
“Grady,” played by Whitman
Mayo, took his place.

Sanford and Son

In 1977, Foxx left Sanford
and Son, after six highly successful seasons - the show was
cancelled solely due to his
departure - to star in a shortlived variety show, but by 1980
he was back playing Fred
Sanford in a brief revival/spinoff, “Sanford.”
In 1991, Foxx appeared to
be making a comeback with the
series “The Royal Family,” in

Redd Foxx

which he co-starred with his
long-time friend Della Reese.
During a break from rehearsals
on Oct. 11, 1991, a fatal heart
attack felled him on the set.
Reportedly, Reese and the rest
of the cast and crew thought he
was doing his classic (and in this
case, ironic) “I’m coming,
Elizabeth” fake heart attack
routine he made famous on
“Sanford and Son,” even going
as far as collapsing to the floor,
although that was not part of the
usual schtick. However, this
heart attack was real, and Foxx
never regained consciousness.
He was 68 years old.
Foxx was posthumously
given a star on the St. Louis
Walk of Fame on May 17, 1992.
A few years after Foxx’s
death several buyers of his home
claimed his property was
‘haunted’ by him. Some people
have even gone as far as
claiming Foxx faked his death
because he still owed the IRS
money. Martin Lawrence poked
fun at these claims on the pilot
of his sitcom. He said, “The man
faked it. If you owed 16 billion
dollars in taxes, what would you
do?”
Comedian Chris Rock cites
Redd Foxx as an influence. An
episode of his show “Everybody
Hates Chris” shows young Chris
Rock overhearing his parents’
Redd Foxx albums and getting
started doing stand-up through
retelling the jokes at school.

Eartha Mae Kitt Succumbs To
Cancer - ‘The Most Exciting
Woman In The World!’

Film director, writer, stage
and screen actor Orson Welles
once referred to Eartha Mae Kitt
as the “most exciting woman in
the world.” I’m certain that most
of us will agree that during her
career she was most definitely
an e x t r a o r d i n a r y p e r s o n .
Unfortunately, this talented and
beautiful lady passed away last
week on Christmas day, in
Weston, Conn. after a long battle
against colon cancer. She was 81.
I recall seeing a television
documentary about Kitt that told
of her personal history, including
the highs and the lows. It was
said that Kitt claimed she was the
by-product of rape by her father
who was of German and Dutch
descent. Her mother was of
Cherokee and African-American
descent. She was born on a cotton
plantation, in a small Orangeburg
County town, somewhere near
Columbia, S.C. Her name given
at birth was Eartha Mae Keith.
Du r i n g h e r y o u t h , K i t t
suffered tremendously from
abuse and neglect by a family to
whom she had been entrusted by
her aunt Anna Mae Riley, whom
she believed was her mother.
Riley was actually the sister of
Kitt’s biological mother. As she
described her early life in several
interviews, she had been “given
aw a y t o s l a v e r y, ” a l w a y s
wondering who would accept her
and fearful of rejection. When
her Aunt Anna passed away, Kitt
was sent to New York City to live
with Mamie Kitt, who she learned
later was her real biological
mother. As for her father, the only
information available about him
was obtained from newspaper
obituaries stating only that he was
a poor white cotton farmer.
I can remember Kitt
appearing many times on television years ago, oftentimes on the

Ed Sullivan Show. On each
occasion, inevitably someone
from New York City would
remind us that Kitt had been a
student of the Katherine Dunham
Dance Company. It was with
Dunham that Kitt began her
brilliant career. It seemed at the
time that we all loved her unique
style of singing and distinctive
voice. She was sexy, sometimes
teasing, coaxing and witty.
Always there were smiles on our
faces when she was performing.
When she became fluent in the
French language, and began
singing in French, she blew many
a person’s mind.
A huge favorite of mine, and
most of her fans, was the tune
“Santa Baby.” Also, one cannot
forget her singing “C’est si bon”
and “Let’s Do It.” To me, these
were three of her best and wellknown songs. Kitt went on to do
Broadway and the movies,
including several well-remembered television performances.
Her role as “Catwoman” in the
television Batman series was
extremely popular. It was also
alleged that sometime during her
very busy schedule, Kitt found
time to indulge in a torrid affair
with actor Orson Welles.
Most of the public was aware
that Kitt was a spirited, full of life,
and feisty individual. However, it
was sometime in 1968 that she
made negative anti-war remarks,
in of all places, at a White House
gathering. It was reported by the
press that what Kitt had said made
First Lady Lady Bird Johnson
cry. Unfortunately, the public
didn’t take well to her statements
and she was professionally exiled
from the United States.
Several years later after
becoming a huge star in Europe,
Kitt returned triumphantly to the
United States picking up with her

Eartha Mae Kitt in 2006

Broadway, movie and singing
career. Most recently in 2007,
Kitt appeared in the independent
film “And Then Came Love”
opposite Vanessa Williams.
Eartha Mae Kitt married John
William McDonald, an associate
of a real-estate investment
company in June 1960 and
remained married until 1965.
They had one daughter named
Kitt who presented them with two
grandchildren. During her later
years, Kitt moved to Weston,
Conn. to be near her daughter and
family.
A winner of many awards and
nominations for her performances
and voice presentations in theater
and in the movies, Eartha Mae
Kitt will surely be missed.
However, there are more than 25
movies and 10 record albums by
which we can remember her. Her
life has made us a very proud
people. Thank you Eartha, we all
love you!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! You may visit my Web
site at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at JazzJamm@aol.com.
You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB 50 41 33
PICK OF THE WEEK!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

438
296
683

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
7-6 8-7
1-5 6-4
2-3 4-8
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

Better Business Bureau
Busier Than Ever

Kennedy Says 9/11, Obama
Led Her To Public Service

BY MCNELLY TORRES

FORT
LAUDERDALE
(AP) - When South Florida contractor complaints skyrocketed
after Hurricane Wilma, the
Better Business Bureau was the
first line of defense for many
consumers.
When consumers complained about a gasoline
discount program that was not
fulfilling its promise last
summer, the bureau investigated and promptly warned
consumers after giving the
company an ‘F’ rating.
And, in recent years, the
bureau also has warned
consumers about such diverse
issues as fraudulent debrisremoval
schemes,
bogus
charities, shady home-repair
operations and free-loan offers.
“Bad times bring out the
worst in people,” said William
P. White, CEO for the BBB of
Southeast Florida and the
Caribbean.
“You need to have a bunker
mentality here (in South
Florida): Verify before you
trust.”
The Better Business Bureau
is neither an official government agency nor a regulatory
body, and yet it has become a
key line of consumer action.
The Southeast Florida
office is among the busiest
bureaus in the nation, serving
more than 2 million consumers;
5,500 members from South
Florida, Puerto Rico and the
Caribbean. There are four other
bureaus serving the rest of the
state.
In 2008, the Southeast
Florida bureau processed an
average of 4,000 complaints a
month - 41,306 between
January and October. In 2007,
the bureau handled 44,030
complaints and 30,000 in 2006.
Its membership and budget paid by businesses - has grown
steadily from $2.4 million in
2006 to $2.8 million in 2008.
In South Florida, the local

2008

continued from front page

– a son of a black Kenyan man
and a white woman from Kansas as America’s first black presidentelect, now stands as the nation’s
top black story of 2008, and is
undeniably among the top stories

Photograph courtesy of NNPA

The shooting death of
football star Billey Joe
Johnson is one of the most
recent cases believed to
have been a hate crime

in American and world history.
Still, with all the euphoria surrounding the Obama election and
now the anticipation of his Jan. 20
inauguration, other issues of racial
inequality told in 2008 Black
Press stories reveal that racial
inequality remains the top issue in
the first decade of the 21st
Century. In alphabetical order
behind
Obama,
those
issues/events – chosen by the
NNPA News Service based on
prevalence and historic impor-

bureau has been a resource to
consumers for almost 40 years.
Its Web site rates businesses
based on its operations and
provide details on company
complaint records.
The bureau’s rating system,
which is based on complaints
history and other company
information, grades businesses
from ‘A’ to ‘F.’ The bureau also
mediates consumer-business
disputes, informs and educates
the public about fraudulent
schemes and offers an array of
programs that help consumers,
including
auto
warranty
dispute-resolution.
The bureau does have
limited authority, however, and
critics say there’s a conflict of
interest in the organization’s
operations because its funding
comes primarily from dues paid
by member companies. Some
also have expressed concern
that the bureau may treat
members more favorably than
nonmembers when complaints
are filed.
Daylian Cain, an assistant
professor at the Yale School of
Management, said conflict of
interest is a problem for any
organization that serves two
groups.
“It doesn’t mean that they
(bureau officials) are engaged
in criminal activity, but it’s very
dangerous,” Cain said. “The
problem is (it’s hard) to be
totally objective when one is
serving two groups and one of
them is paying the bills.”
Dennis Garrett, an associate
professor of marketing at
the College of Business
Administration at Marquette
University in Milwaukee, Wis.,
said he believes there is a
perception
among
many
consumers that there’s a
conflict of interest between the
bureau and companies because
of the way it is funded.
“But most consumers don’t
realize that the BBB doesn’t
have any enforcement power,”
Garrett said.

tance - make up the remaining top
nine Black Press stories of 2008:
- Black Incarcerations:
America’s prisons continued to
burst at the seams with AfricanAmericans. NNPA columnist Ron
Walters quotes a Pew Center
study on adult imprisonment that
says one in every nine AfricanAmericans
is
incarcerated;
including one of every 15 blacks
between the ages of 18-39.
- Economic Injustice:
Whether in prosperity or
economic decline, black people
still experience twice the unemployment rate as whites,
according to reports from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
According to NNPA columnist
Marc Morial, president and CEO
of the National Urban League,
African-Americans' economic
standing is only 57 percent of
mainstream
America.
And
because more than 50 percent of
black mortgage holders received
sub-prime loans compared with
only 18 percent of whites, the
current sub-prime mortgage
meltdown has a disproportionately negative affect on AfricanAmerican homeowners. An AfroAmerican Newspaper story by
Zenitha Prince, headlined “Black
Middle Class in Crisis,” quotes a
report by United for a Fair
Economy saying of the sub-prime
loan crisis, “Black/AfricanAmerican borrowers will lose

White denies that officials
give special treatment to
member companies and said its
funding does not present a
conflict of interest. But he
acknowledged that the bureau
does have limited authority.
“We don’t represent the
consumer,”
White
said,
explaining the bureau is not a
consumer advocacy group. “We
represent ethical business
practices.”
Bureau officials can’t force
a business to return a
customer’s
money,
for
example, or settle a dispute. But
they can revoke memberships and downgrade a member’s
ratings - when a company fails
to abide by the group’s
standards. Having the bureau’s
accreditation and the seal of
approval is an honor that adds
to a company’s reputation, said
Mike Galvin, spokesman for
the local bureau.
Howard Dvorkin, a board
member of the Bureau’s local
Board of Directors and founder
of
Consolidated
Credit
Counseling Services Inc. in
Fort Lauderdale, said the organization is an unbiased resource
that acts as a sounding board,
and is tough on everybody
including members. The local
bureau has an eight-member
board that is comprised of local
business owners.
Bureau officials track the
number of consumer complaints, which are published for
members every other month.
The latest trend: Complaints are
rising against businesses that
promise to promote time-share
sales and long distance
telephone companies.
Al Payne, head of Seniors
vs. Crime in Delray Beach, said
he uses the Bureau’s Web site to
check businesses’ rating reports
when consumers call with complaints.
“Ninety-nine percent of
people don’t check companies
before they sign a contract,”
Payne said.
between $71 billion and $92
billion … and the ripple effect will
exact an even higher toll.”
- Educational Inequities:
Remarks by then Democratic
contender Barack Obama in a
March 19 speech in Philadelphia
perhaps said it best: “Segregated
schools were, and are, inferior
schools; we still haven't fixed
them, 50 years after Brown v.
Board of Education, and the
inferior education they provided,
then and now, helps explain the
pervasive achievement gap
between today's black and white
students.” One example of these
complaints around the nation is
found in a story by Gordon
Jackson reported in the Dallas
Examiner in August 2008. It cited
a lawsuit filed by the Black
Coalition to Maximize Education
and a former Bond Administrator
charging the Dallas Independent
School District with severe
neglect of inner city schools while
planning to spend millions of
dollars in the southern sector
through a recently passed 2008
bond program.
- Hate Crimes and Threats:
The Alabama-based Southern
Poverty Law Center, a leader in
the fight against white supremacist groups, reports more than 200
hate-related anti-Obama incidents
nationally just in the first two
weeks after the election of Barack
Obama, according to the

BY LARRY NEUMEISTER

NEW YORK (AP) - With the
wind of her family’s legacy at her
back, Caroline Kennedy says her
quest for a Senate seat has been a
long time in the making.
In her first sit-down interview
since she emerged as a Senate
hopeful, the 51-year-old daughter
of President John F. Kennedy told
The Associated Press that she has
always pondered jumping into
politics, but waited for the right
moment.
“I am an unconventional
choice. I understand that. I haven’t
pursued the traditional path. But I
think that in our public life today,
we’re starting to see there are
many ways into public life and
public service,” she said.
A wife, a mother of three, a
lawyer, a best-selling author and
an education activist, Kennedy
said she can envision herself as a
senator a decade from now after
making her children her top
priority for the last two decades.
“This is going to be a multi-year
effort to fix this economic crisis. So
in order to be effective, I would plan
to stay at it,” Kennedy said in a
wide-ranging interview at the Gee
Whiz diner a few blocks north of the
World Trade Center site.
Between bites of a grilled
cheese and bacon sandwich,
Kennedy said the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks and her work for
Barack Obama’s presidential
campaign inspired her to act on
her public service impulses.
She asked Gov. David
Paterson 11 days ago to consider
her for the position Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton will give up if
she is confirmed as secretary of
state.
“He encouraged me. He said
he has a lot of qualified candidates,” Kennedy said.
More than a half-dozen
elected officials are vying for the
seat, including New York
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo
and several members of Congress.
Since word of her interest leaked
out in early December, Kennedy
Wilmington Journal’s Cash
Michaels. Also, due to threats
during the 20-month campaign,
then Democratic presidential
contender got Secret Service protection months before any of the
other 20 candidates. These
incidents are on top of a record
number of unrelated noose threats
and other hate incidents reported
during the year leading up to the
primaries, including the kidnapping and hate-torture case of West
Virginian, Megan Williams. The
most recent high-profiled alleged
hate crimes are the dragging death
of 24-year-old Brandon
McClelland of Paris, Texas and
the shooting death of football star
Billey Joe Johnson of Jackson,
Miss.
- HIV/AIDS: Black America’s
response to the AIDS crisis is
finally gaining momentum, says
NNPA columnist Phill Wilson,
executive director and CEO of the
Black AIDS Institute. This
growing awareness and discussion is largely due to the Center
for Disease Control’s Heightened
National Response to HIV/AIDS
in the black community. But, the
statistics are still horrendous.
- Homicide Rates: Thousands
of young black males in major
cities died of gunshot wounds in
gang or drug-related incidents in
2008, perpetuated by black-onblack crime. In August, the Seattle
Medium reported a march by

has faced sometimes sharp
criticism that she cut in line ahead
of politicians with more experience and has acted as if she were
entitled to it because of her
political lineage.
“Anybody who knows me
knows I haven’t really lived that
way. And I think that in my family,
I come into this thinking I have to
work twice as hard as anybody
else. Nobody’s entitled to
anything, certainly not me,” she
said.
Yet, she noted that she has
good relationships with key
people in Washington, including
the president elect.
“And I would love to put that
to work,” she said. Another of her
links is her uncle, Massachusetts
Sen. Edward Kennedy.
She said she feels the pull to
public service inspired by her
father.
“Many people remember that
spirit that President Kennedy
summoned forth,” she said.
“Many people look to me as
somebody who embodies that
sense of possibility. I’m not saying
that I am anything like him, I’m
just saying there’s a spirit that I
think I’ve grown up with that is
something that means a tremendous amount to me.”
She also credited her mother,
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, with
giving her the courage to run.
“I think my mother ... made it
clear that you have to live life by
your own terms and you have to
not worry about what other people
think and you have to have the
courage to do the unexpected,”
she said.
“Going into politics is
something people have asked me
about forever,” Kennedy said.
Since Kennedy’s name first
surfaced as a possible replacement
for Clinton, her advisers have
shielded her from the media, with
the exception of a few brief interviews on a swing through upstate
New York and a visit to Harlem
with the Rev. Al Sharpton.
Kennedy said Paterson told
her he did not want people to

friends and families of homicide
victims; plus the Seattle/King
County NAACP organized to
send the message, “Enough is
Enough.” Other major cities
struggle to address social ills that
lead to the violent behavior.
- Police Shootings;
Misconduct: Mourning turned to
outrage on April 25. That’s the day
when the three New York City
police officers who gunned down
unarmed Sean Bell in a hail of 50
bullets on his wedding day – Nov.
26, 2006 - were all acquitted. His
fiancée, Nicole Paultre Bell, cried
out that Sean had been killed “all
over again.” Her outrage reflects

Photograph courtesy of NNPA

Police brutality and
misconduct remained in
Black Press headlines in
2008. Protestors decried the
acquittal of the three New
York City Police officers
charged in the shooting
death of unarmed Sean Bell
on his wedding day
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Caroline Kennedy

appear to be campaigning for the
position.
She agreed to sit down for
interviews Friday with The
Associated Press and NY1 television.
“I was trying to respect the
process. It is not a campaign,” she
said. “It was misinterpreted. If I
were to be selected, I understand
public servants have to be accessible.”
Kennedy said she wished her
brother, John F. Kennedy Jr.,
could see the drama that has
developed over her quest for the
Senate.
“He would be laughing his
head off at seeing what’s going on
right now,” she said.
Kennedy offered no excuses
for why she failed to vote in a
number of elections since registering in New York City in 1988,
including in 1994 when Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan was up
for re-election for the seat she
hopes to take over.
“I was really surprised and
dismayed by my voting record,”
she said. “I’m glad it’s been
brought to my attention.”
Former New York Rep.
Geraldine Ferraro, who urged
Paterson last weekend to consider
experienced
members
of
Congress for the job, said she was
glad to hear Kennedy was willing
to “work twice as hard as others.”
“I think it’s great she understands she will have a tougher
time,” Ferraro said. “I don’t know
if she can work twice as hard
because having been a member of
Congress I know they work 24-7.
They already work hard.”
black families and civil rights
leaders across the nation who cite
police
misconduct
through
violence and/or racial profiling as
being as prevalent as ever in the
black community.
- The 45th Anniversary of “I
Have a Dream”: Aug. 28, 2008
was largely marked by the
euphoria of then Democratic
nominee
Barack
Obama’s
acceptance speech at INVESCO
Field in Denver. Nearly 100,000
people gathered for the historic
event, marking the first black
presidential nominee of a major
U.S. political party. In his speech,
Obama reflected on the promise
of equality that Dr. King talked
about in his speech at the 1963
March on Washington, the
promise that Dr. King referred to
as a “bad check.”
Then he appealed to the
nation in words that millions now
hope will not be forgotten by his
administration: “America, we
cannot turn back. Not with so
much work to be done. Not with
so many children to educate, and
so many veterans to care for. Not
with an economy to fix and cities
to rebuild and farms to save. Not
with so many families to protect
and so many lives to mend … Let
us keep that promise – that
American promise – and in the
words of scripture hold firmly,
without wavering, to the hope
that we confess.”
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Lions Finish Winless
Season With Worst
NFL Record

BUCS
CORNER
Raiders Ruin
Buccaneers’ Playoff Hopes, 31-24

Warrick Dunn

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP)
Warrick
Dunn stared straight ahead,
searching for words to explain
how the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
let a promising season slip away
with a December swoon that
left them out of the playoffs.
“There's disbelief. There's
shock. There's emotions, I'm
sure, that I can't really
describe,” the veteran running
back said Sunday after the
team's fourth consecutive loss,
31-24 to the Oakland Raiders,
completed the biggest collapse
in franchise history.
“To be 9-3, and you lose
four in a row when all you have
to do is win one and you're in,
it's tough to swallow. The guys
in this locker room have
prepared hard, played hard.
Things haven't gone our way.”
Michael Bush rushed for a
career-high 177 yards and
scored on a 67-yard fourthquarter jaunt, helping the
Raiders (5-11) overcome a 10point deficit and make their
final case for interim coach
Tom Cable retaining his job.
Tampa Bay (9-7) was tied
for first place in the NFC South
heading into December but was
outscored 62-19 in the fourth

quarter and overtime of losses
to Carolina, Atlanta, San Diego
and Oakland down the stretch.
“It's very disappointing. ...
I'm sick for our players, and our
fans, more than anything,” Bucs
coach Jon Gruden said.
Losses to the Panthers and
Falcons ended realistic hopes of
repeating
as
division
champions. More puzzling,
though, were setbacks the last
two weeks at home where the
Bucs were 6-0 before this
month
against teams with
losing records.
“I know we let down a lot of
people ... and we apologize for
that,” quarterback Jeff Garcia
said. “We, as a team, are better
than what we have put on the
field in the last four weeks.”
It's certainly not the way
Tampa Bay's normally reliable
defense wanted to go out under
longtime defensive coordinator
Monte Kiffin, who's leaving to
join his son, Lane, at the
University of Tennessee.
Oakland fired Lane Kiffin
as its coach four games into this
season, replacing him with
Cable, who has won two
straight and is 4-8 since taking
over. He will meet soon with
owner Al Davis, who did not
travel with the team to Tampa
Bay.
“It's all I can do. It's the best
I can do,” Cable said. “I want to
be the head coach of the
Raiders, but it's not in my
hands. But I certainly know I
put this team together and got it
going in the right direction, and
today proved that.”
The Raiders were mum

about Davis, but the Oakland
Tribune
reported
doctors
advised him to not fly across the
country because of some
swelling in his leg. It was
believed to be just the second
time he has not attended a game
since becoming a part of the
organization in 1963.
Davis missed what Cable
described as the team's “best
effort from top to bottom.”
“We went after the game
that whole way,” Cable said.
“Our goal was to match the
intensity of a team trying to get
into the playoffs.”
Russell threw for 148 yards
and two touchdowns for the
Raiders, who looked as though
they were out of the game after
being outgained 168-21 in the
third quarter. Tampa Bay went
up 24-14 with a field goal and
touchdown in the first four
minutes of the fourth period.
But Oakland's young quarterback
rebounded
from
throwing an interception that
Sabby Piscitelli returned 84
yards to the Raiders' 11 to set up
Carnell “Cadillac” Williams' 8yard TD run.
A 43-yard pass interference
penalty led to a 12-yard TD pass
to Johnnie Lee Higgins that
trimmed Oakland's deficit to
24-21, and that was just the
beginning of the end for the
frustrated Buccaneers.
Williams, who missed the
first 10 games of the season
because of a career-threatening
injury to his right knee from
September 2007, hurt his left
knee at the end of a 28-yard
gain in front of the Bucs bench.

That drive stalled on downs
at the Oakland 33, and Bush
took over from there. He
slipped through the grasp of
would-be tacklers Kevin Carter
and Jovan Haye on his 67-yard
TD burst and carried repeatedly
on the Raiders' next possession
to burn the clock and set up
Sebastian Janikowski's 25-yard
field goal that made it 31-24
with 1:09 to go.
Bush, playing a bigger role
because Justin Fargas and
Darren
McFadden
were
hobbled by injuries, carried 14
times for 48 yards in the first
three quarters. He gained 129
on 13 attempts in the fourth
quarter.
“I knew it was all on me,”
Bush said. “I'm hoping that I
made a statement.”
The Bucs gave up 564 yards
rushing and allowed Carolina,
Atlanta and San Diego to
convert 21 of 37 third downs
the previous three weeks.
Oakland finished with 192
yards rushing and converted 6
of 13 third downs.
Garcia threw for 257 yards,
including a 58-yarder to
Michael Clayton for a thirdquarter touchdown that erased
Oakland's 14-7 halftime lead.
Williams finished with a
season-best 78 yards rushing on
12 carries.
“This collapse in this last
month of the season is
something that none of us ever
would have expected,” Garcia
said. “It definitely hurts. It's
going to stick with us for a long
time after this day.”

Miami Looks To Future And To Harris At QB

Randy Shannon

BY TIM REYNOLDS

CORAL GABLES (AP) At
this time a year ago, the Miami
Hurricanes' depth chart was an
absolute mess. There were gaps
at just about every position and
the program had just endured its
worst season in three decades.
The situation is clearly
better now.
And that's what Hurricanes
coach Randy Shannon found a
tiny bit of solace in Sunday.
Finishing the season on a
three-game
losing
streak,
capped by a 24-17 defeat to Cal
in the Emerald Bowl, will sting
Shannon for months. After a 7-6
record this year and being in the
middle of the Atlantic Coast
Conference, the rebuilding
process is obviously not
complete, but Shannon can still
see reasons why bigger things
are possible from Miami in
2009.
Foremost among those
reasons: Seeing the development of 24 freshmen and sopho-

mores who were major contributors this season.
“We've got to keep
improving,” Shannon said,
bleary-eyed after the overnight
flight from San Francisco. “Not
just going to a bowl game, but
also winning tough games. We
can't say next year that we're a
young team. We're a lot older
now, but we've still got to
develop depth. When you look
and evaluate it, that's the one
thing I know we have to get
done, is get more depth on the
football team.”
Shannon's 2009 depth chart
won't be done for a while, but
one spot is sewn up.
Sophomore-to-be
Jacory
Harris will enter the year as the
starting quarterback, whether or
not Robert Marve who started
11 games this year returns to
Miami.
Marve was suspended for
the bowl over missed classes,
and is considering transfer
options. Marve told The
Associated Press last week that
he wants to remain a Hurricane,
and Shannon reiterated there's a
place for him on the Miami
roster.
Numbers-wise, Harris rated
a slight edge.
Marve completed 116 of
213 passes for 1,293 yards with
nine touchdowns and 13 interceptions. Harris was 25-of-41
for 194 yards with two TDs and

one interception in the Emerald
Bowl loss, and finished the year
118-for-194 with 1,195 yards
passing, 12 touchdowns and
seven interceptions.
The top three running backs
will return, although Javarris
James has missed significant
time in each of the past two
seasons and left Saturday's
game with a new problem, a
shoulder that popped out. The
top six pass-catchers will be
back, as will virtually all the key
players on special teams.
Center Xavier Shannon, the
coach's son, could be the only
major loss on offense some
thought he was Miami's best
player this season.
Defensively, Miami needs
to replace middle linebacker
Glenn Cook and runstopper
Antonio Dixon, among others.
Colin McCarthy missed most of
the year with a shoulder injury
and will aid the linebacking
corps, and Shannon said there's
a “50-50” chance defensive end
Eric Moncur (who left the team
this season because of injuries
and grief over the loss of his
mother) could be back for a fifth
year.
“We just have to keep
working hard,” Harris said.
“We've got to keep doing what
we're doing, make less mistakes,
do what we need to win. If we
can get ourselves ready
mentally to do those things, I

think we can be unstoppable.”
Unstoppable is something
Miami hasn't been in a long
time.
The Hurricanes haven't had
a 10-win season since 2003, and
haven't finished better than 7-6
in any of the past three years.
But with the nation's top
recruiting class from last year,
and another top-10 bunch
expected to sign in early
February, the school is ready to
reaffirm its belief in Shannon.
Athletic director Kirby Hocutt
has often said he would like to
extend the coach's contract,
something that will almost
certainly happen in the coming
weeks.
But Miami is Miami, and
Shannon knows that comes with
expectations of greatness.
“They're going to expect
an ACC championship, most
people,” Shannon said.
Can it happen?
A month ago, the Hurricanes
were in the driver's seat of the
ACC race before the 0-3 finish.
Seeing a title and potential
BCS opportunity slip away
should be plenty to push Miami
through this offseason, Shannon
said.
“We were 7-3 and had a
chance to win it,” Shannon said.
“If we get in that situation again,
I think these players will understand, we need to get it now.”

Rod Marinelli

BY CHRIS JENKINS

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) The Detroit Lions earned the
dubious distinction of the worst
team in NFL history after losing
its final game 31-21 to the Green
Bay Packers on Sunday to end a
winless season 0-16.
The 1976 expansion Tampa
Bay Buccaneers (0-14) were the
last NFL team to complete a
season without a victory.
“I've got to live with this,”
center Dominic Raiola said.
“I've been here eight years. This
is on my resume.”
It's also on the resume of
Lions coach Rod Marinelli, who
faces an uncertain future.
“No competitor wants to go
through something like this,”
Marinelli said. “This is not fun
to go through, obviously. But
there's people going through a
lot worse than this.”
Asked what the next step
might be if he does keep his job,
Marinelli said, “Let me get
through step one first.”
The Lions' last loss didn't
come without a fight. After
falling behind 24-14 midway
through the fourth quarter,
Kevin
Smith's
9-yard
touchdown run put Detroit back
within a field goal.
But Packers quarterback
Aaron Rodgers responded with
a 71-yard touchdown pass to
Donald Driver and the Lions'
Dan Orlovsky threw an interception on fourth-and-27 with 3
minutes left, dooming Detroit to

futility of historic proportion.
“It's just kind of numb,”
veteran kicker Jason Hanson
said. “It's here. It's been coming,
though, a train rolling down the
tracks for a while. We tried to
stop it. We couldn't.”
The Lions were building
toward this for years and now
have lost 23 of their last 24
games. The 0-16 record will be a
lasting testimony to the Matt
Millen era. With Millen as
president of the team from 2001
until he was fired on Sept. 24,
Detroit won only 31 games
none this year, of course.
It's so bad that some Lions
can't remember the last time
they won.
“I don't ever want to be a
part of this again,” Orlovsky
said. “We haven't won since,
November of '07, maybe? I don't
even know the last time we won
a game.”
The Lions haven't won since
Dec. 23, 2007, actually, when
they beat Kansas City. Green
Bay is where this woeful streak
began at the end of last season.
Since then, the Lions have lost
17 straight and have been
outscored 551-281.
Marinelli has gone 10-38 in
three seasons. His future has not
been announced, but team
owner William Clay Ford has
decided the leaders of the front
office, Martin Mayhew and Tom
Lewand, will be back in some
capacity.
“I am positive that every
aspect of what we do as a
football team has to be
rethought
and
analyzed,”
Hanson said.
Packers
coach
Mike
McCarthy didn't want any part
of the 0-16 discussion.
“I want to politely try to
avoid the question here,”
McCarthy said. “That's tough.
That's a tough deal. But we were
focused on winning the game.”

This Week’s NCAA
Football Bowl
Schedule
Bowl and Teams

Outback
South Carolina vs. Iowa

Capital One
Georgia vs. Michigan State
Konica Minolta Gator
Nebraska vs. Clemson

Rose Bowl Game Presented by Citi
Penn State vs. USC
FedEx Orange
Cincinnati vs. Virginia Tech
AT&T Cotton
Ole Miss vs. Texas Tech

AutoZone Liberty
Kentucky vs. East Carolina
Allstate Sugar
Utah vs. Alabama

International
Buffalo vs. Connecticut
Tostitos Fiesta
Ohio State vs. Texas
GMAC
Ball State vs. Tulsa

Date and Time
Jan. 1, 2009, 11 a.m.
Jan. 1, 2009, 1 p.m.
Jan. 1, 2009, 1 p.m.
Jan. 1, 2009, 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 1, 2009, 8:30 p.m.
Jan. 2, 2009, 2 p.m.
Jan. 2, 2009, 5 p.m.
Jan. 2, 2009, 8 p.m.
Jan. 3, 2009, Noon
Jan. 5, 2009, 8 p.m.
Jan. 6, 2009, 8 p.m.
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CHURCH NEWS IS MONDAY, 4:00 P.M.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under
the leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation of
St. Mark, extends to the community at large, its wishes
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened
Word of God. At St. Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Members and the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with us and learn “What
Baptists Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join us.

Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday
evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After-School Tutoring Ministry:
Neighbors Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.).
Open to all school-age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
DESTINATION GRADUATION
Tuesdays - 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Reading help
with a reading specialist only.
Wednesdays - 6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. all ages:
Reading Specialist; Story time and crafts related to
the stories for small children designed to enhance recognizing main characters and more. In addition, there
is tutorial assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus for all high school
seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT). CLOSED FOR
HOLIDAYS
St. Mark Technology Lab will be open and
available for use on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 5:30 to 7:30.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

Mount Up At Mt. Zion
“O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good,
yes He is good!”
As we reminisce that blessed event of our
Savior’s birth, our hearts are filled with anticipation, praise and thanksgiving. Let us prepare our
hearts, minds and souls for a grand New Year. As
we remember the past, we take time to embrace
the future. Still yet another chance to change! A
chance to turn from the old to the new, another
chance to surrender your life to Christ. Let us
look to the future with anticipation and expectations for a glorious New Year. During this joyous
season of caring and sharing let us be thankful for
the many blessings we have received and make
sure we share the love of Christ one with another.
As we celebrate a new beginning, know that “The
best is yet to come!”
Mt. Zion A.M.E. church located at 1045 16th
Street South, St. Petersburg, under the leadership
of Rev. Clarence Williams, its official staff and
the entire church family extend to the community
at large an invitation to join us in worship. Our

Watch Night Service will be held Wednesday
evening at 10:00, join us as we come together and
give thanks for the past and usher in the future. As
we approach the first Sunday of the first month of
the New Year we come with praise and worship
in our hearts and on our tongues. Our doors are
always open and there is a standing invitation to
join for any and all services, Early Morning
Service at 7:30, Church School at 9:30 a.m. and
our Contemporary Service at 11:00 a.m. Make
plans to start the year giving glory to God. Pastor
Williams will proclaim the Gospel, and Holy
Communion will be administered at both
services. Come be blessed!
Mount Zion would like to wish one and all a
“Happy New Year.”
Weekly ministries:
All weekly activities are suspended for the
week. Enjoy this holiday with your loved ones
and friends.
Thought for the week: “Get rich quick, count
your blessings”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

THE
ENTIRE
INVITES
COMMUNITY AND OUR CHURCH
FAMILY TO START THE NEW YEAR
OFF RIGHT WITH PRAISING THE
LORD IN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
RECONFIRMING
GOD’S
VISION AND PURPOSE FOR YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY.
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC offers
many diverse ministries and programs
to assist in the uplifting of GOD’s
Kingdom including:
- Marriage and Families - C.A.R.E.
Support Group
- Women 2 Women - Prison Ministry
- Singles and Single Parents - Breast
Cancer Support Group
- 55+ - Nursing Home Visitation

There are opportunities for our
youth to get involved through Mime
Ministry, Youth Choir, Boys and Girl
Scouts, Drum Line, Marching Band,
and much more.
Please come and worship with us at
our 7:45 or 10:00 a.m. services. We
have a mid-week devotion at noon
every Wednesday. Bible Study for all
ages begins at 6:30 on Wednesday
evening.
Youth Services now being held at
our new Youth Chapel on the 2nd and
4th Sundays at 10:00 a.m. located at 921
20th Street South.
For a complete list of all of our ministries, programs, and church services
please call 894-4311.

GOOD NEWS!
Your Church News
Can Be Placed Here!
Contact The Weekly Challenger to learn
how your church’s special events and weekly
schedules can be placed in this space.

Don’t miss this opportunity!!

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
DR. JOHN A. EVANS, SR., PASTOR

“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Church”

January 5, 2009
we invite you to worship with us
for our first service of the new year!
Early morning service at 7:45
and mid-morning service at 10:45
Visit our Web site for other church activities
wwwfmbctheship.org

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”

Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Senior and the New Hope Church family
invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. Our services for the day include:
Early Morning Service…………...7:45 a.m.
Sunday School…………………….9:15 a.m.
(Classes for all ages)
Mid-Morning Service…………....10:30 a.m.

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.

(PRAYER, UNDERSTANDING, & SPIRITUAL HEALING)
Prayer Service and Bible Study will resume
on Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2009. Prayer begins at
6:30 and Bible Study begins 7:30. There are
classes available for all ages. Start the New
Year with the commitment to study the Word
of God.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at
11:00. We invite you to join us as pray for the

needs of the people throughout the world.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
We wish you a prosperous New Year! May
God continue to shower His abundant
blessings upon you and give you peace!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 10 - Leadership Orientation
Jan. 11 - Installation of Officers
Jan. 16-17 - Youth Jumpoff Concert and
Sleepover.
For information concerning any events held
at New Hope, please contact the church
office at 727-896-5228.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
“Whatever the season of life, attitude
makes all the difference.”

Churches United For Healthy
Congregations Presents Health
Ministry Workshop

What: Building a Health Ministry Workshop. The workshop will
provide the tools for creating a successful health ministry. Workshop will
include presentation by Ayakao Watkins on "Why a Health Ministry?"
What's Working/What's not: An interactive session facilitated by Carrie
Hepburn; Your Health Ministry Highway: Tools to Make it Simple facilitated by Dianna King and Stephanie Brown ending with the participants developing a plan of action facilitated by Deborah Shaffer. Workshop is free and
is funded by Allegany Franciscan Ministry.
When and where: January 3, 2009 at the James B. Sanderlin Family
Service Center, 2335 22nd Ave. So., St. Petersburg, Florida.
Who should attend: Representatives from churches seeking assistance
with building a health ministry? No more than two representatives per
church. Persons interested in attending should contact the Sanderlin Center
to register by Dec. 28, 2008. The phone number there is 727-321-9444.
They can also fax in their request to attend at 727-327-7572.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 894-4311

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
2401 – 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org
Sunday Services:

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service . . . 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) . . 7:00 p.m.

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

(727) 686-9356

www.abundant-harvest.org

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship .................................11:00 a.m.
Communion ..................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation.....................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ............7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study..................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study .......7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Pastor Clark
Wednesday Tutoring .......................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Hazley, Sr.
Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD
COULD BE HERE!

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday ..............7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship
Sunday School. .......................................9:30 A.M.

Wednesday.................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday ......................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Call Today!
Don’t wait!

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Your Church Ad

could be HERE!

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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Shrimp Salad With Arugula and Toasted Almonds
Grilled Chicken Sandwich on Country Bread
1/4 cup olive oil, divided
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 to 3 teaspoons chopped fresh tarragon
or 1 teaspoon dried tarragon
1/2 teaspoon salt
4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
8 slices crusty country-style bread,
lightly toasted if desired
1/4 cup mayonnaise
3/4 medium avocado, sliced
2 large Roma tomatoes, sliced
4 leaves lettuce
Combine 2 tablespoons olive oil,
mustard, vinegar, tarragon and salt in a
sealable large food storage bag or shallow
dish; mix lightly to blend. Add chicken
breasts; turn to coat and marinate at least 20

minutes. (For more intense flavor, marinate
chicken longer in the refrigerator.)
Heat remaining 2 tablespoons olive oil in
medium skillet over medium heat. Remove
chicken from marinade; place in skillet.
Cook, covered, 7 to 8 minutes per side or until
internal temperature of chicken is 170°F. Add
2 to 3 tablespoons water, if needed to prevent
marinade from over-browning. Remove from
heat.
Spread one side of each slice of bread
with mayonnaise. Top with chicken, avocado,
tomato and lettuce.

Orange Vinaigrette Dressing
2 cups fresh orange juice
1/2 to 3/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1 tablespoon rice vinegar
Dash salt
Salad
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
16 jumbo shrimp, shelled and
deveined
1/2 teaspoon garlic pepper, if
desired
1/3 cup slivered almonds
4 cups lightly packed baby arugula
2 seedless oranges peeled and cut
into thin wedges
Place orange juice in medium
saucepan; bring to boil over medium-

high heat. Continue cooking until
mixture is very thick, about 10 minutes,
stirring frequently. Remove from heat;
slowly whisk in 1/2 cup olive oil and
rice vinegar. Whisk in additional olive
oil, if needed, to desired consistency for
drizzling. Set aside.
Meanwhile, heat 2 tablespoons olive
oil over medium heat. Sprinkle shrimp
with garlic pepper if desired; add shrimp
to skillet. Cook, turning occasionally,
until shrimp are opaque in center, 6 to 9
minutes.
Place arugula evenly on 4 serving
plates. Arrange shrimp and orange slices
around arugula. Sprinkle with almonds;
drizzle with orange vinaigrette.

Marinated Green Olives
3/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
2 cloves garlic, slivered or chopped
1 teaspoon dried oregano leaves
2 cups pitted green olives, drained
2/3 cup diced (1/4 to 1/2 inch) feta cheese

Blend olive oil, garlic and oregano in resealable plastic
food storage bag or medium bowl. Add olives and cheese; toss
or mix gently to coat. Seal or cover; refrigerate at least 4 hours
or overnight, turning or stirring occasionally. Serve with
crackers, if desired. Refrigerate leftovers for up to one week.

All recipes created by
Chef Jean Paul Desmaison
for the North American
Olive Oil Association, 2008

